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SUBJECT: MBFR: CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE 
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DEPARTMENT OFFICER THAT HE UNDERSTANDS US MAY PROPOSE RE- 
DUCTIONS IN TWO STAGES; THE FIRST STAGE TO BE A 15 PERCENT 
REDUCTION IN US AND SOVIET FORCES AND THE SECOND STAGE A 
700,000 MAN COMMON CEILING. THE DEPARTMENT OFFICER SAID 
THAT DECISIONS HAD NOT YET BEEN TAKEN BY THE US AND ITS 
ALLIES. TOTH DID NOT INDICATE HOW OR WHEN HE INTENDS TO 
USE THE MATERIAL, BUT IT MUST BE ASSUMED THAT IT MAY BE 
PUBLISHED SOON. 

2. IN THE EVENT OF PUBLICATION AND POSSIBLE QUESTIONS 
ON THIS TOPIC, YOU SHOULD REPLY ALONG LINES: "THIS TYPE 
OF QUESTION DEALS WITH THE GENERAL ISSUE OF POSSIBLE 
APPROACHES WHICH THE ALLIES MIGHT TAKE IN THE MBFR NEGO- 
TIATIONS WHICH BEGIN ON OCTOBER 30. THE WESTERN NEGO- 
TIATING POSITION FOR MBFR CONTINUES TO BE THE SUBJECT OF 
DISCUSSION AMONG THE ALLIES. IT THUS WOULD BE INAPPRO- 
PRIATE TO MAKE ANY COMMENTS ON THIS TOPIC." RUSH 
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